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Texas NAACP Applauds “DACA” Decision by U.S. Supreme Court 

  
Austin, Texas — Gary L. Bledsoe, President of the Texas State Conference of NAACP 
Units, applauded today’s 5-4 ruling of the U.S. Supreme Court that blocks President 
Trump from ending the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program. 
 
“These young people, many of them college grads, working people and members of our 
military, were brought to this nation as minors. They grew up here, went to school here, 
and put down roots here. They are American in every way. We are thankful the court 
agreed with the NAACP’s legal position and lawsuit in this matter.  
 
“Now the fight moves to the political arena, where we must use our votes to ensure that 
these young people never again face the threat of being deported or separated from their 
country.” 
 
The NAACP, the nation’s original civil rights organization, filed a lawsuit in 2017 
against President Trump, Homeland Security, the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services, the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, and others, in defense of 
People of Color eligible for DACA.  
 
The NAACP’s membership includes DACA registrants across the United States. The 
Migration Policy Institute counts more than 80 percent of the estimated 800,000 DACA 
recipients as people of Mexican origin. Another 36,000 of African origin also were 
eligible for the DACA program. Additionally, about 20,000 people from Caribbean 
nations also have or were eligible for DACA status, at the time of the lawsuit. 
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On Thursday, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the Trump administration cannot carry 
out its plan to shut down DACA. Chief Justice John Roberts was the swing vote in the 5-
4 decision, which hands President Trump a big defeat on one of his signature 
immigration issues.  
 
Bledsoe, a national board member of the NAACP who serves as vice chair of the 
group’s legal committee, further stated that the fight isn’t over and more vigilance must 
be done. 
 
“The NAACP will continue to fight the battle for continuation of the program because 
the court’s decision leaves the door open for the Trump Administration to continue its 
efforts to end the program.” 
  
The NAACP will continue to support the thousands of DACA participants who are law 
abiding, students, working people, taxpayers and proud members of the country’s 
military. As “Dreamers,” Bledsoe said, “They are making the nation better. They 
certainly have earned a right to participate in the American Dream. We must do right by 
them.” 
 
Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll, PLLC represented the NAACP in its lawsuit. 
  
 
 
 
 


